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THE CIRCULAR, 


Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim 
however, is to give its readers also a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

TermMs—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 


and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 
Address ““ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 








BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


Nursery Fruit Trees of choiceVarieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

Ii Tuacker, Superintendent. 

Rustic Furniture, Seats, Tables, Arbors, &c., 
of natural Cedar crooks, with iron fastenings; 
Gothic and other patterns. 

C. Exuis, Master-workman. 
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Steel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. 

8S. Newnovuse, Superintendent. 
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Sewing=Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Carr, O H. Miter, C. Oips, Agents. 

Traveling-Bags: an Assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from carefully selected stock. 
Merchants supplied. , 

J. Reynowps, P 
Mrs. E. Wurrrrep, § Superintendents, 

Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 

the Community. f 
Mrs. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 

Milling : Custom ‘Work done as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill, ' 

D. J. Hatt, Miller. 

Job-Printine: ‘mant ‘hada of. Printing earefully 
executed at the Ciscutar Office. 

G. CamMpBELL. 








Designing and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
De Larre, Oneida Association. 
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Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. Y. 
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Putney Commune. 


GARDENING, NURSERY -GROW- 
ing and Milling. Address, 
M L. WORDEN, .... PUTNEY, VT. 


Wallingford Commune. 


FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling=-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 


RA. ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 








The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 
an octavo volume of 500 pages. —By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 

Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting, 
in connection with their History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo. Price 50 cts. Printed and 
published atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 
1 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports; (2d and 3rd) of the 


Onxerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


ka-Past Volumes of the Circular, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
tbove Publications may be sent by mail to all 
Parts of the country. 

L@™ Persons writing to us on business con- 
tected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 
ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 


Specimen numbers willbe sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn us acopy with his name and residence written upon it, 


The Oneida Association 
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The Church Christ’s Body. 
The doctrine of the union of believers 
with Christ in one body, appears in one 
form or another in almost every chapter 
of the apostolic writings. It is particu- 
larly ‘conspicuous in Paul’s epistles ; and 
much of his language concerning the plan 
of salvation, would be unintelligible if 
not viewed in the light of this truth. In 
the 6th chapter of Romans he argues, 
that by the death of Christ we are dead 
to sin, because in him we died, and ‘he 
that is dead is freed from sin.’ Again, 
in the 7th chapter, after stating ‘ that 
the law hath dominion over a man [only] 
so long as he liveth,’ he says, ‘ Ye also 
are become dead to the law by the body 
of Christ :’ for Christ being past death, 
is no more under the law; and we, 
reckoning ourselves dead with Christ, (as 
he before exhorts,) are free from the law 
also. Paul likewise preached Christ, as 
having nailed the ordinances to his cross, 
not only for himself but for his followers: 
Yet as a part of the law they were bind- 
ing until his death ; and therefore, in or- 
der to give ourselves any release from the 
Jewish ordinances, we are obliged to as- 
sume ‘that if one died for all, then all 
died’ (See the original.) 
In the same way, that is, by becoming 
members of Christ, believers are spoken 
of as partaking in his resurrection. ‘ Ye 
are buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him, through the 
faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead. And you be- 
ing dead in your sins, and the uncircum- 
cision of your flesh, hath he quickened 
together with him. If ye then be risen 
with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God. Set your affections on 
things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God.’ Col. 2: 12,13, and 3: 
1—3. Such language as Paul continually 
uses concerning believers’ interest in 
Christ’s death and resurrection, is ra- 
tional only on the principle that in some 
way they can actually become members 
of his body, and so share in all that ap- 
pertains to their head—holiness, freedom 
from law and ordinances, and redemption 
from death. 
To the inquiry, how we become mem- 
bers of Christ, the answer is, by the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost. ‘For by one 
spirit are we al] baptized into one body, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond 
or free ; and have been all made to drink 
into one spirit.’ 1 Cor.12:13.° The 
same baptism is undoubtedly meant where 
Paul says, (Rom. 6: 3, 4, &c.,) ‘Know ye 
not that so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his 
death ? Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death ; that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness ot life. For if 
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we have been planted together in the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in 


says in Gal. 3 : 27, 28,‘ As many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ, have 
put on Christ: there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female ; for ye 
are all one in Christ Jesus,’ 

Another manner in which believers are 
represented as becoming members of the 
body of Christ, is, by eating his flesh 
and drinking his blood. At the insti- 
tution of the Lord’s supper, Jesus took 
bread, and blessed, and brake it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘ Take, 
eat ; this is my body, which is broken 
for you.’ His body being broken could 
be divided to his diciples, and so become 
incorporated in many. “Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, 


at the last day. For my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
blood, dwelleth in me and I in him. As 
the living Father hath sent me, and I 
live by the Father ; sohe that eateth me, 
even he shall live by me. ‘ Christ could 
not mean his literal flesh, because he im- 
mediately says, ‘This is that bread which 
came down jrom heaven’ I; was the 
life which he had by the Father, which 
was the quickening Spirit. Of course it 
is not, as the Catholics believe, a literal 
eating and drinking. But neither is this 
language so figurative as those churches 
suppose, who make it consist merely in 
hearing the word, and receiving the doc- 
trines and instructions of the Bible. The 
action implied is an action of the heart, 
which receives the life of Christ, and be- 
comes one with him ; just as our bread 
becomes a part of our body. So that 
the thing signified, though it is not 
literal, is yet not the less substantial. 
Experience, which is a good help in inter- 
preting Bible language, testifies that this 
unity with Christ through the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, and eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood, is as substantially 
real as if it were literal. For further 
explicit testimony on this subject, see 
1 Cor. chap. 12; Eph. chap. 4; Col. 1: 
18, and 2: 9—20, 

The test which John gives, by which 
Antichrist may be known, is not confessing 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.— 
1Jno. 4; 3. The nature of this confession 
is explained in the following verse :—‘ Ye 
are of God, little children, and have over- 
come them ; because greater is he that 
is in you, than he that is in the world’ 
It is manifest that the false teachers in 
the primitive church were characterized 
by the denial that Christ was come in the 
flesh of believers. Hence Paul describes 
some, ‘as not holding the Head, from 
which all the body, by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit 

together, increaseth with the increase of 
God’ 

The ordinance of the Lord’s supper, 

though it was primarily designed to 

signify and commemorate the sacrifice of 
Christ—the breaking of his body and the 


hath eternal life ; and I will raise him up’ 
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ical, as before intimated, of this central 
truth of the gospel, i.e. the union of 
believers with Christ as their head. The 
disciples were by this ordinance contin- 
ually reminded that their vital union 
with Christ was secured by eating his 
flesh and drinking his blood, 





The Fate of Sir John Franklin. 


The mystery that has so Jong hung over the 
fate of Sir John Franklin and his comrades, seems 
at last to have been unraveled. The report of Dr. 
Rae last year, that the party perished by starva- 
tion on the shores of the Arctic Ocean, led the 
British Government to plan another Expedition 
in search of them, the execution of which was en- 
trusted to the Hudson’s Bay Company. We give 
below the principal part of the official report of the 
Expedition, copied from the Montreal Herald : 


‘* It will be in the recollection of our readers, that 
it is scarcely a year ago, that we published to the 
world, the first authentic information which had 
been received of the lamentable fate of the gallant 
Franklin and his brave comrades. ‘The intelligence 
which was conveyed to Dr, Rae in the winter of 
1858-4 by the Esquimaux, and in the accuracy of 
which that distinguished Arctic traveler placed per- 
fect reliance, was received in England with great 
hesitation, arising probably, from an unwillingness 
to believe the mournful facts. 

The intelligence was, in substance, that in the 
winter of 1850, the Esquimaux saw a party of whites 
traveling from the northward towards the Arctic 
coust, dragging the boat over the ice, intending to 
use it as soon as they reached open water; that the 
party, about forty in all, made the land near the 
mouth of a large river, (the Great Fish River of 
Beck,) and there perished of starvation, to which were 
added a number of frightful details of their suffer- 
ings, which we will not again inflict on our readers. 
In proof of the truth of these remarks the Esqui- 
maux exhibited and sold to Dr. Rae a great variety 
of relics, principally silver forks and spoons, marked 
with the Crests and initials of various officers of the 
ships, Erebus and Terror, (Franklin’s,) and among 
other articles, a small order or star with Sir Join 
Franklin’s name engraved onit. These were the 
tangible proofs conveyed to England by Dr. Rue, in 
confirmation of the tale he collected from the Es- 
quimaux ; but his proceedings and conclusions have 
been frequently called in question, and therefore 
it will be more gratifying to him now that they 
are fully corroborated, even to minute details of lu- 
cality, &c., in which he might possibly have been 
mistaken. 4 . ° * 

The officers selected to lead the party were Mr. An- 
derson, a chief factor of the Company, and Mr, J. G. 
Stewart, a chief trader—both well qualified by expe- 
rience, courage, physical strength, &c., for the arau- 
ous duty. The party consisted ot these two officers and 
fourteen men, and left Fort Resolution, a port of the 
H. B. Company on Great Slave Lake, on the 22d of 
June last in two bark canoes, in which they per- 
formed the perilous voyage down Great Fish River— 
ariver known to the world for its dangers aud horrors 
by Sir George Back’s narrative. From Mr. Stew- 
art we learn that he doubts that the party ever 
could have got safely down that stream to the coast 
had it not been for the wonderful dexterity of the 
three lroquuis voyageurs whom Sir George Simpson 
had prudently forwarded from Lachine to join the 
expedition--the three best men of his own canoe. 

The party reached the outlet or estuary of the 
river on the 30th of Julv, and skirted along its 
enstern shore as far as Point Beaufort, but found no 
traces to reward their search. Thence they crossed 
over to Montreal Island, twelve miles distant. lying 
near the western shore of the estuary; probably, in 
that crossing, enduring as great perils as any in the 
gloomy record of Arctic travels, purhing their bark 
canoes boldly out into the Arctic Oceun, and forcing 
their way through drifting masses of Arctic ice sev- 
en or eight feet thick. but they were prepared to 
make any effort to reach the Island, which, as well 
as Point Aigle, near it, had been the places Dr. Kae 
understood the Esquimaux to mean when describin 
where the white party had perisLel in 1850; an 
they had the melancholy satisfaction of procuring on 
that very spot the fullest possible contirmation of 
Dr. Rae’s report. They also met Esquimaux in 
that vicinity who had seen the whites, and gave 
much valuable information. Suffice it to say, that 
on the island were discovered the remains of a boat, 
which had been partially destroyed by the natives 
for the sake of the wood and metul fastenings. 
Although there was sufficient left to identify it as 
belonging to the Franklin Expedition, one fragment 
of woud (now, as well as some other small relics, im 
the possessioa of the Hudson's Bay company at La- 
chine) having the name ‘terror’ branded on it, 
while another piece has the name of Mr. Stanley 
(surgeon of the Erebus) cut upon it, this latter be- 
ing part. of a snow-shoe, evidently of English man- 
ufacture, being made of oak, a species of wood that no 
man accustomed to use snow-shoes would ever select 
for the purpose. No papers or books, and no human 
remains were found ; nor was it likely, as four years 
had elupsed since this tragedy was enacted upon a 
low sandy beach, exposed to the storms of four 
Arctic Winters; and there is little doubt that cither 
the sea has wavhed off or the sand has buried deep 
the unfortunates who perished on this spot. The 
Esquimaux were very friendly, and freely displayed 
all their treasures obtained from the boat, or found 
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used by them as tent-poles, the bout-kettles, the 





2 a — 





198 


I 














empty preserved-meat cases, &c., but no papers; 
and the natives stated, with every evidence of sin- 
cerity, that none had ever been seen or found. 

Everything portable was secured by Messrs. An- 
derson and Stewart, and brought back, and are now 
on their way to Canada; it would be useless to re- 
count them all, but we may mention bar iron, rope 
with the Government mark onit, oars branded with 
the broad-arrow, pieces of bunting, (remains of a 
flag,) a letter-holder, a step of a mast, &c., all 
clearly European, and all Government supplies. Is 
anything more wanted ? 

On the 14th of August, when the expedition com- 
menced its retreat from the coast, the ground was 
covered with fresh fa)len snow, and the ice was form- 
ing;in fact, Winter had set in. Few further details 
of the last moments of the lost party have been col- 
lected ; we may mention one mournful incident re- 
ported by an Esquimanx woman, who saw the last 
man die ; he was large and strong, she said, and sat 
on the sandy beach, his head resting on his hands, 
and thus the last survivor of Franklin’s Expedition 
yielded up his brave spirit. Messrs. Anderson and 
Stewart retraced their steps to Great Slave Lake, 
whence the latter continued his journey onward to 
Red River settlement, and thence via the Minnesota 
Territory to Montreal, where he arrived on Friday, 
Dec. 2lst, direct from the Arctic Sea, after up- 
wards of 5,000 miles travel in open craft, and 
through uninhabited regions without ahalt. A few 
facts taken at random may serve to bring home to 
our egugedation what this Northwest expedition ac- 
complished and went through. 

In thirteen months, toa day, the Iroquois who 
were sent from Lachine to form a part of the expe- 
dition, returned thither, thus performing in one 
year the same service that Sir George Back got 
through in three. For sixty days and nights the 
party saw no fire, there being no timber on the 
Great Fish River, or Arctic coast; and during 
those sixty days they traveled incessantly in open 
craft, in a wretched climate, never had dry clothes 
or slept on dry blankets, and never eat cooked vict- 
uals except on rare occasions, when they made a 
little tea by meansof a lamp. This party of six- 
teen in all, traveled in bark canoes down one of the 
most turbulent rivers known, even to Northwest 
voyagers ; ventured among the ice on the Arctic 
sea; and returned to their starting point without 
meeting a single accident to person or property— 
and, withal, performed all that was required of 
them; and had they gone out four or five years 
carlier would no doubt have been instrumental in 
saving the lives ofa portion of Franklin’s party.— 

One word*in conclusion as to the Franklin Expe- 
dition. The two vessels Erebus and Terror, left Eng- 
land in 1843--were last heard of in 1845. They 
probably tried several passages, but were baffled by 
the ice, and finally, in 1848, were crushed, probably 
in Victoria Straits. Many of the crews perished, but 
one or more boats got off with the survivors, who 
. took all the stores they could collect, and traveled 
southward toward the Artic coast, in the hope of 
reaching some of Hudson’s Bay Company’s ports. 
The season of 1849 was probably spent on this drea- 
ry journey, aud venaeed in 1850, where they reach- 
ed the coast at the mouth of Fish River, but in so 
exhausted a state that they could merely run their 
boat on the beach and crawl ashore to die. This 
seems a!l thatis certain, and all that we can ever 
know, of the fate of the Franklin Expedition.” 


It may be mentioned in connection with the 
above, that the Resolute, one of the ships sent out 
in 1852, by the British Government, under com- 
mand of Sir Edward Belcher, in search of Frank- 
lin, has lately been discovered and brought into 
the port of New London, by Capt. Buddington, of 
the whaling ship George Henry. When discov- 
ered, she was drifting in a pack of ice in Davis’ 
Strait, about lat. 65 deg. N., and some 1400 miles 
from the place where she was abandoned about 
18 months previously. She was in good condi- 
tion, though considerable of her lading was very 
much injured by the dampness and mold. She is 
represented as a vessel of great strength; but 
Capt. B. thinks the English officers were justi- 
fiable in abandoning her, as she was enclosed at 
that time in solid ice 150 miles in extent in every 
direction, and they had not provisions to last them 
till she could be got out. 

The vessel is a legal prize to the owners and 
crew of the George Henry, unless it is claimed by 
the British Government, in which case that Gov- 
ernment will have to pay a heavy salvage to them, 
nearly the worth of the vessel, perhaps. 

The New York Times, in a notice of the recove- 
ry of the Resolute, says: “The finding of the ship 
and her safe voyage to New London, add another 
romantic episode to the history of Arctic naviga- 
tion. By a remarkable coincidence, the intelli- 
gence of the discovery of the remains of Sir John 
Franklin, and the recovery of the Resolute, which 
had been sent out to his rescue, both reached this 
city in the same hour, and were carried to Eng- 
land by the steamer on Wednesday ; the Resolute 
sailed from London, and was brought back to 
New London.” 





—The Grand Jury of Dublin, Ireland, 
has found a bill against the leaders of a» Roman 
Catholic order called Redemptionists, for burning 
the Bible. Chief Justice Crampton’s charge to 
the grand jury was severe against the transaction, 
stating that the Christian religion is a part of the 
law of England, and that the Bible is the founda- 
tion of this religion, and consequently whatever 
throws contempt on the Bible should be punished 
with fine and imprisonment. The affair occasions 
considerable excitement across the waters. 
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Work Supplanting War. 

The idea that work is coming in to take the place 
of war, in the romance of the future, is amply 
borne out by a careful observation of the signs of 
the times. What are the significant facts of this 
generation? What is the key-note of its history ? 
Not fighting certainly ; eastern Sebastopol and 
western fillibusterisin are but temporary and super- 
ficial incidents, prolongings, as it were, ofa state of 
things belonging to the past, by the momentum of 
old habit. The new force which expresses present 
civilization, is seen in our World’s Fairs, and in 
such projects as the Trans-atlantic Telegraph and 
Pacific Rail Road. Here is henceforth the field 
of romance and chivalry—of heroic daring and 
knightly honor. The Crystal palace is a more 
marvelous creation than Aladdin’s was; the idea 
of connecting the Atlantic and Pacific by an iron 
road, and the Eastern and Western Continents by 
a submerged talking wire, 1s vastly more charged 
with the elements of romance than were all the 
wars of the Crusades. McCormic’s Reaper will 
in the end eclipse Napoleon’s Austerlitz. And ‘so 
on. Work is drawing into itself the life-blood of 
popular enthusiasm that has heretofore been vent- 
ed in war; and invention is offering it a far grand- 
er channel for exploits than ever fighting could. 
The heroes of the future, we may be sure, will be 
men of mighty works instead of bloody wars; of 
useful conquests over nature, instead of over na- 
tions. The proposed nomination of George Law 
to the Presidency at this juncture, has a certain 
significance of the rising ascendancy of work.— 
In short, we believe the woik era has begun.— 
Work and love will together erase the memory of 
wars and curses from the earth, and make it bloom 
with undreamed of beauty for its King. 





The Scope of the Gospel. 

It is difficult for the mind in its ordinary state, 
to conceive of the magnitude of Christ’s scheme 
of redemption. Christ took much pains to give 
his disciples a true idea of the greatness of the 
work he had undertaken, and also of his true 
character and office as the Son of God and Savior 
of the world; and yet he had much difficulty 
and it took them a long time to understand him. 
In his last long discourse with them which John 
records, he labors patiently and with persevering 
love, to overcome this narrow mindedness which 
is inherent in uninspired human nature, and 
to open to their vision some of the glories of 
his interior kingdom, and to give them a view of 
the greatness of the work of making a place for 
it in this world. Finally he succeeds. At that 
point of his discourse where he says, ‘I came forth 
from the Father, and am come into the world: 
again, I leave the world and go to the Father, 
they reply,‘ Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and 
speakest no proverb: now are we suré! thou 
knowest all things, and needest not that any man 
should ask thee: by this we believe that thou 
camest forth from God.’ Here, then, was com- 
menced the first confession of Christ in his true 
character. Here was commenced the first ac- 
knowledgment of that Kingdom long foretold by 
the prophets, which should destroy all other 
kingdoms and stand forever. It is from this 
point of history that we see the principality of 
Christianity enlarging and spreading with miracu- 
lous rapidity. Its progress was well described as 
the stone which was cut out of the mountain, with- 
out hands, and which should fill the whole earth. 
It soon made itself heard throughout the whole 
world, absorbing into itself all the material among 
mankind that was refined enough to be digested by 
it, establishing a school of discipline which prepar- 
ed its scholars to graduate into the heavenly circle 
in the spiritual world, within the space of one 
generation. Nor did its power cease to be felt 
after the reaping of this first harvest; but in its 
superficial and circumferential sweep, it has over- 
run empires, changed times and laws, taken the 
lead in civilization, and competed successfully 
with the power of darkness which seemed ready 
to turn creation back again to its original chaos, 
{t has ever been in the van of those mighty move- 
ments, towards a higher refinement, which history 
records. There is scarcely a nation so remote 
and darkened that it has not heard thé name of 
Christ. Already its printed emissaries are pour- 
ing into the darkest of them by the million.— 
But all these imposing demonstrations of the pow- 
er of Christ’s name are not, after all, the end 
which he is seeking. They are but preliminary 
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accomplishment of which he so earnestly prayed, 
was UNITY—the manifestation among his followers 
of that divine element of love which so intimately 
bound him to his Father, and made him partaker 
of his glory. He wished to find among mankind 
a complement of himself, even as he was a com- 
plement of the Father. This work is yet to be 
the grand consummation of the interesting train of 
events which constitute the last 1800 years of 
history. When this work shall have been ac- 
complished, will be traced with unmistakable 
distinctness the various threads of God’s purpose, 
and providence running through the whole confus- 
ed labyrinth of past events, and converging in the 
complete realization of the kingdom of God on 
earth. Nothing short of this, is included within 
the scope of the gospel. 





Cloud Perspective. 

Among the endless varieties of the scenery of 
the heavens, we have often noticed with interest 
a fan-like or radiating arrangement of the clouds. 
The centre of radiation is always a point in the 
horizon, and from that point long strips or bars 
of cloud seem io diverge in all directions. The 
nature and cause of this phenomenon seems not 
to have attracted the attention of writers on me- 
teorology ; and it was long a mystery to us. But 
we have lately found a theory of the matter that 
is very simple and quite satisfactory, which we 
will communicate for the benefit of those who 
like to understand what they see. 

On one occasion of observing this fan-like ar- 
rangement of the clouds in the south-west, we 
turned and perceived the same appearance in the 
opposite or north-eas+ point of the horizon; and 
afterwards, by many observations, ascertained to 
our satisfaction, that the phenomenon usually if 
not always presents itself in the double form. If 
there is a cloud-fan in one quarter of the heavens, 
another will be found in the opposite quarter— 
sometimes not very distinct, but sufficiently so to 
be traceable when the attention is turned to it. 

This concurrence suggests a common cause for 
the two appearances; and that cause will be found 
to be the wind, which the observer willalways find 
to be blowing exactly in the direction from the 


But why should a wind blowing steadily from 


divergent rays around those points? We answer 
—the clouds are not really arranged in the fan- 
like form, but lay in parallel winrows, made by 
the natural action of the wind, and exactly ac- 
cording with its direction ; but they seem to gath- 
er themselves together at the opposite points, by 
the simple law of perspective, just as in a picture 
of a street in a city, the houses, though really 
equal, are represented as diminishing in the dis- 
tance, and all the parallel lines are scen converg- 
ing to what artists call the vanishing point. Tho 
fan-like appearauce of the clouds, simply tells 
which way the wind blows, and shows us the van- 
ishing points of the long parallel cloud-rows 
which that wind is spinning out over us. 





Wanaticism and Murder. 

A revolting murder, and one in some particu- 
lars of rare occurrence, was perpetrated at New 
Haven, Ct., carly on the morning of the 24th ult. It 
appears to liave been the result of a religious de- 
lusion, equaled by nothing of which we have any 
account that has come to pass since the days of 
tho Ana-baptist in the 16th century. The deed 
was committed by Samuel Sly, according to his 
own confession, upon the person of Justus Mat- 
thews, a resident of Hamden, who was in the habit 
of meeting with a few others atSly’s house in New 
Haven for religious exercises. The group of per- 
sons who thus met, were the followers of an aged 
widow by the name of Wakeman, and they bore 
the name of Wakemanites. A brief sketch of 
the circumstances attending the transaction, and 
of the influences which led to it, we extract from 
the Tribune under date of Dec. 28th: 

“The widow Wakeman was believed by her fol- 
lowers, and doubtless believed herself, to be a 
person who had risen from the dead and had been 
sent a special ‘ messenger’ to redeem the world. 
The very existence of the world was indeed be- 
lieved to be bound up in her life, since it was 
imagined that immediately upon her death the 
end of the earth and the Judgment—of which 
these persons seem to have a great dread—would 
follow. But with all her supernatural gifts and 
graces, the widow Wakeman, as usually happens 
in such legends, had also a supernatural enemy 
to encounter—no less a one indeed than the devil 
himself, or at least one of his imps. his evil 
spirit, it was believed, had first taken possession 
of the body of one Hunt, who, it is a!leged, had 
unsuccessfully tried to poison the ‘messenger’ 
with arsenic. Next, this evi] spirit was supposed 


thews, the man upon whom the murder was per- 
potrated. Having thus beecome * the man of sin,’ 
Matthews was accused, not, indeed, of any overt 
acts of personal violence, but of bewitching 
the ‘messenger’ with his eyes, and in that way 
greatly distressing her, and even endangering her 
precious life, and thereby the duration of the 
world. Matthews himself seems fully to have 
believed in the fact of his being thus possessed, and 
of exercising this malign power. He was anxious 
to have the evil spirit driven out of him, and for 
that paapene came to S!y’s house in New Haven, 
where the widow Wakeman lived, and where 
was the scene of her religious teachings and ex- 
ercises. He there submitted to be blindfolded 
and to have his hands tied behind him, keeping 
himself retired in a room below, apart from the 
rest, who were singing and praying above. If 
the witnesses are to be believed, he even express- 
ed a willingness to die if the evil spirit could not 
etherwise be driven from him, and the precious 
health and life of the ‘Messenger’ secured. EI- 
der Sly appears to have been perfectly satisfied 
that nothing short of the3death of Matthews 
would answer; and while the others were going 
on with their religious exercises, he proceeded to 
murder him, with the full knowledge and consent 
of the rest, and apparently at the express insti- 
gation of the widow Wakeman. 





NEWS ITEMS. 

—tThe steamer Pacific arrived in New 
York on the 28th ult., bringing one week’s later 
news from Europe. A brief telegraphic despatch 
announces the fall of Kars by famine. The garri- 
son numbered 800 men, including six officers, al} 
of whom had surrende red to the Ruesians. The 
details relating to the transaction had not been 
received. Peace rumors are still afloat. 


—The Tribune of the 26th, states on 
the authority of a private letter from Honolula, 
dated Nov. Sd, that the great volcanic eruption 
on Hawaii, an account of which was given in our 
last issue, has ceased without destroying Hilo, as 
it was feared 1t would. The informant adds, 
“ This is undoubtedly one of the greatest erup- 
tions of molten lava that has ever occurred. The 
residents of Hilo are once more at rest, but there 
is no certainty that they will not again be terrified 
and awed by the pouring forth of liquid fire.” 


—News from Utah states that the 
severe drouth of last summer has not been so de- 
structive as was anticipated. The Mormons will] 
probably suffer some inconveniences from the lack 
of variety of food, but not from a lack of sufficient 
quantity. The Elders “ exhort the people to lay 
up a store in advance, so that the grasshoppers 
can take an occasional feast, and the earth an oc- 
casional rest.” 


—An extensive movement to transport 
fillibusters from New York to Nicaragua was dis- 
covered and broken up on the 24th ult. The 
steamship, Northern Light, owned by the Nicar- 
agua Steam Ship Company, in an attempt to sail 
from New York, contrary to the orders of the 
United States Government, was brought to by a 
shot from a Revenue Cutter and subsequently ex- 
amined, and her captain and chief engineer ar- 
rested and held to bail, the one for $20,000 and 
the other for $10,000. It turned out that 170 
men_had taken passage with evident intention of 
joining Col. Walker’s party at Nicaragua. They 
were a motley, reckless group, mostly of younz 
men, who being unable to show passage tickets 
were put ashore and dismissed. An examination 
of the cargo was instituted, but neither ammuni- 
tion nor arms were discovered ; accordingly the 
vessel was allowed to depart. It is rumored with 
some probability, that Col. Parker H. French, 
would-be-minister from Nicaragua to this govern- 
ment, has been concerned in the movement, but 
nothing definite has as yet been ascertained. 


—It is worthy of notice that amidst 
the factions of religious sects at the present day, 
the. Jews form no exception. Whether the re- 
ligious toleration of the United States, and the 
consequent freedom from persecution so commen 
in the past history of the Jews in other countries 
paves the way for this, we do not know, but 
probably this circumstance is not without its 
effect. There are said to be 22 synagogues, and 
36,000 Israclites in the city of New York. Four- 
teen out of the twenty-two synagogues are what 
are called Orthodox—the remaining eight are 
Reformed Jews. The difference between them 
is that the Orthodox hold to the divinity or in- 
spiration of the Talmud, and that its precepts 
are bind:ng like the scriptures, while the Re- 
formed Jews do not; at the same time they 
admit its value for purposes of interpretation. 
The Talmué alluded to is what is called the 
Babylonish Talmud, in distinction from the Tal- 
mud of Jerusalem, a work of greater antiquity. It 
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THE .CIRCULAR. 
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. Talk about Fruit-Trees. 

The past winter of 1854—5, is generally ac- 
knowledged to have been one of the hardest 
winters on fruit trees and shrubbery ever known 
in this section. Hundreds of fine cherry-trees 
have been killed outright, and mony more so 
much injured that they are hardly worth retain- 
ing. A pretty clean sweep was made with all 
the finer varieties of Peaches; some varieties 
of Pear-trees were injured; Grape-vines and 
Quince-trees were killed down to the ground, 
&c. The result no doubt has had the effect to 
discourage many, aud retard others, and make 
them cautious about engaging in the business 
of setting out fruit-trees. Notwithstanding 
these disasters, I think the practical observer 
will get much good out of them. Instead of set- 
ing out at haphazard every variety that comes 
recommended through the numerous cata- 
logues of nurseries, he will be able to seleet 
only those varieties which have stood the test 
of the past winter. ‘Though such a course will 
necessarily set aside many of the more delicate 
sorts, it will no doubt be the wisest course for 
the future. z 

Having many kinds of Fruit under trial, per- 
haps the result of our observations for the past 
season may be of some benefit to others who 
may not have had the opportunity of testiag 
any considerable number of varieties for them- 
selves. All the varieties that have withstood 
the severity of the past winter in the Oneida 
Valley, may be relied upon for the future.-- 
The most hardy among eighteen different kinds 
of Cherries, that have thus withstood the cold, 
and yielded good crops this summer, are the 
following: May Duke, Belle de Choisy, White 
Bigarreau, English Morello, May Bigarreau. 
Varieties less hardy that did well: Ycllow 
Spanish, Napoleon Bigarreau, China Bigarreau. 

Of Pear-trees which bore well the past sea- 
son, may be mentioned the Virgalieu, Bartlett, 
Louise Bonne de Jersey, Seckel, Dearborn’s 
Seedling, Andrews, Flemish Beauty, Swan’s 
Orange, Winter Nelis, Beurre d’Aremberg, 
Oswego Beurre, Glout Morceau, Beurre Diel, 
Duchess d’Angouleme. Other varieties not 
tested, also promise well. 

The Plum is a hardy fruit, and succeeds well 
generally. Those most productive and hardy 
with us are Smith’s Orleans, Lombard, Wash- 
ington, Jefferson, Yellow Gage, Imperial Gage, 
Green Gage, Schenectady Catharine, Coe’s 
Golden Drop. A wider range may be given to 
Apples than to any other fruit, as far as hardi- 
ness is concerned ; still I would not recommend 
a great variety. There are ten or fifteen 
leading varieties that seem to do well in almost 
all localities ; and in point of excellence and 
productiveness are all that can be desired. 

Oneida Commune. H. T. 





" Plant Trees. 

The following eloquent extract on the subject 
of orchard-culture is taken from the report of a 
Committee of the Oneida Co. Agricultural Socie- 
ty. Though designed particularly for this region, 
the remarks are doubtless applicable to many oth- 
er soils and latitudes besides those of Oneida : 

‘* Who plants an apple tree in the soil of 
Oneida, makes a permanen: investment, that 
may be expected to increase from year to year, 
until its original value is hundred-fulded.— 
Who plants an apple tree, makes a prudent 
provision agaiast life’s rainy days, against loss 
of health, misfortune in business, old age.— 
Who plants a tree, extracts something of bit- 
terness from the original curse. It was a part 
of Apam’s punishment to be expelled from 
the society of cultivated trees; to surround 
one’s self with them, is to take some steps to- 
wards regaining the Paradise that was lost to 
man by his first transgression. The planted 
fruit tree will be a faithful minister to its own- 
er’s profit, improvement, health, and happiness. 
It will stand sentinel over his dwelling through 
winters of adversity, when summer friends 
have fled. While its master is sleeping the 
tree will be growing. While he is traveling, 
the tree will stay at home and keep on growing. 
It will be industrious for him through all sea- 
sons, converting air, and earth, and water into 
shadow for his footsteps, perfume for his parlor, 
food for his table, fuel tor his hearth, timber 
for his use. It will serve him contentedly 
through life, and minister to his wants when its 


life isended. A tree has moral and social uses. 
It is an orthodox, wholesome preacher. It will 
discourse daily homilies on faith, a patience, 
and good will to men, with a gentle eloquence 
that steals into the heart, making it more roomy 
and open, and filling all ite chambers with sun- 
shine. A tree sets an example of self-denyi 
benevolence. It embroiders its foliage, and 
ripens its fruit by tedious processes ; then gives 
them all away, dropping its last leaf to Tom 
warm the tender plant that has taken root in 
itsshade. Children should have a double share 
of native depravity not to be made better by 
the kindly influences that distill about them 
when they are brought up in the companionship 
of grand and chivalrous trees. Would a man 
rear a monument to his memory more to be 
coveted than one of costliest marble, let him 
plant trees ; they will sing his praise in measures 
sweeter than a poet’s, when no envious lips are 
there to detract.”"— Genesee Farmer. 


Rallroads and Fruit-growing. 

In a book published by Fowlers and Wells, ad- 
vocating a vegetable diet as the best food of man, 
we find suggested the following advantages that 
might result from planting fruit-trees on the lines 
of railroads : 

1. As any given portion of land is capable of 
producing more human food in the form of fruit 
than under any other mode of culture, there 
would be as much nutriment restored to the 
country as was lost by the withdrawal of the 
land from cultivation by the construction of the 
railway. 

2. As lines of railway pass through every va- 
riety of soil and subsoil, portions of land might 
be found suitable for every kind of hardy fruit 
tree; which is scarcely ever the case with any 
tract of land occupied by one individual, 

3. As the lines pass through various sheltered 
as weli as exposed situations, a general failure 
of fruit-cropson these lines would seldom occur. 
4. The common kinds of fruit would become 
so much more abundant as to render them 
much cheaper than at present; and as sugar 
may be expected to be reasonable in price, 
they would afford many wholesome preparations 
for the laboring classes; the consumption of 
sugar would also be increased. 

5, These lines of trees would be both orna- 
mental and agreeable, whether in blossom or in 
fruit ; and the trees might be of such a size and 
at such distances as to be in no respects detri- 
mental or inconvenient. 

6. The fruit being on the great line of traffic, 
would be easily collected in good condition, 
and forwarded with ease to the markets for con- 
sumption. : 

7. The trees would require little attention, 
and would be less mend to depredations than 
in many other situations. 

8. The planting could be effected at com- 
paratively small expense to the companies, and 
the crops might be farmed by men employed 
on the liaes. 

9. Intermediate situations might be occupied 
by gooseberries, currants, raspberries, strawber- 
ries, and other fruits which would be in great 
demand at the various stations. 

[As apropos to the subject of trees, we may in- 
troduce in this connection, a paragraph from the 
letter of a traveling correspondent touching the 
prevailing custom of cutting down forest trees, 
Having experienced some inconveniences from 
the very cold blasts of wind that one is liable to 
suddenly encounter on emerging from a forest of 
trees into a cleared spot, he thus nervously 
discourses :] 

“Tt seems to me that the matter of clearing tim- 
ber-lands is of sufficient importance to be made a 
matter of consultation and science, in order to have 
them cleared in the right places, and left uncleared 
in the right places. Itis a matter of general inter- 
est, and should be recognized by;society as belong- 
ing to itself, and not be left to the caprice or inter- 
est of the individual. As it is now, A., B., or C., 
can, at their individual pleasure, cut away a piece 
of timber on their land, and let any wind, as the 
case nay be, have free course over the premises 
of a neighbor, thus doing as badly by him as i¢ 
he had taken up his home and moved it one de- 
gree nearer the North Pole. It is now, a settled 
principle in common Jaw that a man cannot turn 
the course of a stream of water away from, or up- 
on the land of another man without the consent 
of the latter. Yet he can turn the North Wind 
upon his neighbor, to chill and to kill whatsoever 
is subject to its power. To the horticulturist, 
who is accustomed to note the influences that op- 
erate to check or hasten the growth of his deli- 
cate productions, this will not sound unreasonable. 
It is not litera'ly true that ‘the wind bloweth 
where it listeth.’ Instead of the world being 
‘governed too much,’ it becomes more and more 
evident that it is not governed enough: too much 
is left to the caprice of isolated individualism.— 
But this is nov always to last: for order, not 
chaos and confusion, is the plan upon which things 





must ultimately proceed.” 





Unbelief. 


‘And for this cause God shall send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they 
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness,” 2Thess. 2: 11. 


Unbelief has very appropriately been 
called ‘the damning sin of the world.’ 
Paul evidently considered it so, as is 
plainly indicated by the above passage. 
Christ also took the same view of it, as is 
shown by a passage in the 16th of John, 
where, in speaking of the Comforter, he 
says, ‘He shall reprove the world of sin, 
because they believe not on me. In this 
last passage, unbelief is presented in its 
negative form—they believed not; or, in 
other words did not believe. In the pas- 
sage quoted at the beginning, Paul pre- 
sents an additional feature. They not 
only did not believe the truth, but posi- 
tively believed a lie, and had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. 8. W. N. 





Relation of Personal Experience, 

It is now nearly seven years since my first 
confession of Christ as a Savior from all sin. 
I look back upon that event, simple as it may 
appear to mere worldly vision, as perhaps the 
most important one in my history. It changed 
the entire course of my life; and, faithfully 
and earnestly persisted in, through all the vi- 
cissitudes of a trying spiritual experience, it 
has led me to a knowledge of God, that I would 
not exchange for worlds, As I think of it, my 
heart throbs with gratitude for the grace and 
good providence of God, that led me thus to 
honor his oame by a confession of the éruth. 
It ‘was a step taken in the dark, in faith, not 
knowing to what it would lead; but now the 
darkness is past, and itis invested with an 
importance that I then had little conception of. 

It is interesting now to look back and see 
how God led me on from one step to another 
in my religious career, till I finally took Christ 
as a complete Savior. Naturally of a religious 
turn of mind, and from early life addicted to 
reading the Scriptures, I was quite susceptible 
to religious influences, and was induced, when 
about twelve years old, to make a public pro- 
fession of religion during a revival. Not long 
afterwards, however, I subsided into worldli- 
ness, and did not connect myself with any church 
till some eight years thereafter, when I joined 
the M. E. Church, in Avon of this (N. Y.) 
State. When about sixteen years old, my 
mind and heart became very much awakened 
in religious matters, and from that period, I 
date a steady progress in my experience up to 
the present time. While teaching schoo! in 
Avon, the winter I joined the church, the sub- 
ject of holiness was in my mind considerably, 
and I longed to know more of Christ. A year 
or two afterwards, I spent a summer at school 
in Oberlin, where my religious zeal received a 
fresh stimulus. Thenceforth, I had a growing 
desire to apprehend fully the power of the gos- 
pel, and my experience was marked by occa- 
sional seasons of deep feeling and clear percep- 
tion of truth, that greatly accelerated my pro- 
gress towards the apprehension of Christ as a 
full Savior. 

In the winter of 1848-9, a persuasion came 
upon me, I knew not for what purpose, to go 
to New-York city ; and I determined to go, if 
the way opened. Shortly after this, by a for- 
tunate Providence, I obtained a situation in a 
dry goods jobbing house in Cedar-st., N. Y., 
where I went about the Ist’of February. Here 
I found Mr. P. , how one of our members, 
and it was not long before we became very in- 
timate. Iwas not then aware of his connec- 
tion with Perfectionists and acquaintance with 
their doctrines, and was deljghted to find in 
him so ready an understanding and apprecia- 
tion of my views and experience. On one 
point, however, we differed very essentially, 
and that was in respect to the believer’s securi- 
ty in holiness. I had long been convinced of 
the necessity and scriptural obligation of’ per- 
sonal boliness,—without which ‘ no man shall 
see the Lord,’—but I was in doubt and per- 
plexity in relation to the “security.” I saw 








so many conditions expressed in the gospel, 
that it seemed to me the believer’s security 
was a matter very much dependent on hig own 
will, which I knew from experience was not al- 
ways to be reliedupon. I was open to convic- 
tion, however, and anxious to know the truth. 

Though Mr. P failed to convince me on 
this point, it was through his agency that I was 
introduced to Mr. Noyes, who was then stop- 
ping in Broadway, and whore conversation and 
experience interested me much, and had an 
important influence in determining my mind. 
Not long after this circumstance, I became 
convinced of the reasonableness and soundness 
of the doctrine of the seeurity, though I know 
not whether I should at that time have made a 
public confession of its application to me, had 
I not been thrown into circumstances that in a 
sense compelled me to doo. The manner of 
my confession was this: I got into conversa- 
tion on the subject of the security, with the 
man I was boardiug with, in the presence of 
his family and boarders. Our conversation was 
warm and earnest, he contending earnestly for 
the Methodist side of the question, andI as 
strenuously for the security. At Jast finding 
it difficult apparently to answer ry arguments, 
as a last resort, he turned upon me and wanted 
to know if Idare say that I was eternally 
saved from sin. Here was “ the pinch.” To 
say that I was not, weuld be to virtually back 
out of my position, which I knew to be the 
truth ; and to testify that I was, seemed more 
than I dare or ought to do, nevertheless, I at 
once determined, in spite of appearances, to 
confess what I knew te be true, and trust God 
to realize itin my experience. I replied, 
therefore, that I was saved from sin, and that I 
depended for security, not on my own faithful- 
ness, but upon the faithfulness of Christ. He 
demanded my proof. Taking a Bible from a 
shelf near by, I opened directly to this passage, 
“But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish 
you, and keep you from evil,” (2 Thess. 3: 3,) 
and said to him, that was all the proof I 
needed, and immediately retired. On reaching 
my room I attempted to pray, but could not, 
and was sorely tempted to take back my con- 
fession, thinking I had gone too far. After 
retiring, however, I felt an invincible spirit 
upon me that would not retract, though all the 
powers of evil should beset me; but would 
trust God, let the consequences be what they 
might. 

Now, as to the circumstance of opening to 
that text, though I am not much addicted to 
the marvelous, it was so timely and providential, 
that I could not but regard it as God’s sea] 
upon my confession. In the whole Bible there 
could not have been found a passage more ex- 
pressive, or appropriate to the oecasion ; and 
God be thanked, it has proved true. He has 
been faithful and established me, and I can 
trust him for the future ; “‘ being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a 


good work in [me] will perform it” to the end. 
A. W. C. 








“ T Love to Srear.””—An amusing incident 
oceurred in one of our down-east churches a 
few years ago. The clergyman gave out the 
hymn: 

**T love to steal a while away 
From every cumbering care, 

And spend the hour of setting day 
In humble, grateful prayer.” 

The regular chorister being absent, the duty 
devolved upon the good old deacon M., who 
commenced, “ I Jove to steal,” and then broke 
down. Raising his voice a still higher pitch, 
he sung, ‘‘ I love to steal ;” and, as before, he 
concluded he had got the wrong pitch, and de- 
ploring that he had not his “ pitch tuner,”’ he 
determined to succeed if he died in the attempt. 
By this time all of the old ladies were tittering 
behind their fans, whilst the faces of the “ young 
ones” were allin a broad grin. At length, 
after a desperate cough, he made a final demon- 
stration, and roared out, “I love to steal.” 
This effort was too much. Every one but the 
goodly and eccentric parson was laughing. He 
arose, and with the utmost coolness said, ‘‘See- 
ing our brother’s propensities, let us pray.”” It 
is needless to say that but few of the congre- 
gation heard the prayer.— Exchange Paper. 
TE TT 


LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—J. J. 
Franks; L. Wilcox. 
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